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I. OSNOVNI PODACI O KOLEGIJU

Naziv kolegija: Religion, Society, and the Climate Crisis: Values, Communication, and Public Engagement

Kratica kolegija: IZBD283

ECTS bodovi: 6 Šifra kolegija: 280684

Preduvjeti za upis kolegija:  Nema

Ukupno opterećenje kolegija

Vrsta nastave Ukupno sati

Predavanje 30

Vježba 15

Seminar 15

Mjesto i vrijeme održavanja nastave: HKS – prema objavljenom rasporedu

II. NASTAVNO OSOBLJE

Nositelj kolegija

Ime i prezime: Turza Zoran



Akademski
stupanj/naziv:

Izbor:  izvanredni profesor

Kontakt e-mail:
zoran.turza@unicath.hr

Telefon:

Konzultacije:  Prema objavljenom rasporedu

Suradnici na kolegiju

III. DETALJNI PODACI O KOLEGIJU

Jezik na kojem se nastava održava:  English

Opis kolegija

This multidisciplinary elective course is designed to equip students with the knowledge and skills to critically
examine religion's role in environmental challenges and climate communication. Drawing on theological,
sociological, and communicative perspectives, the course introduces key religious concepts such as creation,
stewardship, and the sacred. It explores how these ideas shape ecological ethics across various religious
traditions. Special attention is given to the Catholic concept of integral ecology as articulated in Pope Francis’
documents Laudato si’ and Laudate Deum. Students will analyze official environmental statements from
Christian, Islamic, Jewish, Buddhist, and other communities and interpret them within their broader cultural
and political contexts. By comparing these sources, students will develop the ability to identify tensions and
convergences within and between religious traditions concerning environmental responsibility. The course
also introduces key principles of climate communication, enabling students to evaluate how ecological
messages are framed and received within religious communities and broader public discourse. Particular focus
is placed on understanding how political orientation can influence environmental attitudes, often more than
religious affiliation, and what this means for the effectiveness of religious messaging.

Through close reading, discussion, and comparative analysis, students will develop the capacity to engage
with theological and ethical discourses, assess the public role of religious actors in climate debates, and reflect
on the societal implications of religious engagement with ecological sustainability. These competencies will
prepare students to analyze the intersection of religion, communication, and sustainable development in
academic and professional contexts.

Očekivani ishodi
učenja na razini
kolegija

1. Identify and explain key religious and ethical concepts related to the environment.
2. Analyze the role of religion as a cultural and social force in shaping environmental values and public
engagement.
3. Compare how diverse religious communities frame environmental responsibility in their public
communication.
4. Apply principles of climate communication to analyze how religious actors convey messages on ecological
issues.
5. Evaluate the connection of political identity, media framing, and religious attitude towards the ecological
crisis. 
6. Reflect on tensions, conflicts, and ambivalences within and between religious communities regarding
ecological engagement.
7. Develop a multidisciplinary understanding of how religious values contribute to or challenge sustainability
goals.
8. Critically assess how religion functions as a social and communicative force in shaping responses to the
climate crisis.
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Preduvjeti za dobivanje
potpisa i polaganje
završnog ispita

1. Regular attendance – Active participation and presence in at least 70% of class sessions is required.

2. Analytical portfolio – Students will continuously develop an individual portfolio that includes short written
reflections on selected readings, comments on religious environmental declarations, and responses to case
studies and in-class discussions. At the end, the portfolio should have 20-30 pages. (20%)

3. Mini Research Project: Proposal and Protocol – Students will design a small-scale interdisciplinary research
project related to the course themes. The proposal (2-3 pages) includes a clear research question, theoretical
grounding, methodological framework, and ethical considerations. (10%)

4. Textual Analysis and Critical Commentary – Each student will complete a short academic paper (2 pages)
based on the close reading and analysis of an official religious environmental document, focusing on its
theological, ethical, and communicative aspects. (10%)

5. Video Reflection (Individual or in Pairs)—Students will simulate presenting a selected topic for a broader
audience by preparing a short video segment, individually (2-4 minutes) or in pairs (6-8 minutes). (10%)

6. Design of a Faith-Based Climate Communication Strategy– In small groups (3-4 students), students will
simulate developing a communication strategy for a faith-based or interfaith climate initiative, demonstrating
their ability to apply course knowledge in a practical and context-sensitive way. (10%)

7. Final Reflective Essay – At the end of the course, each student submits a reflective essay (2-3 pages) in which
they articulate how their understanding of the intersection between religion, society, and the climate crisis has
evolved, and how they might apply this insight in their future academic or professional work. (10%)

Način ocjenjivanja
Grading Scale: Failure (1) – 0 do 49,9% Satisfactory (2) – 50 do 64,9% Good (3) – 65 do 79,9% Very Good (4) – 80
do 89,9% Excellent (5) – 90 do 100%

Način polaganja ispita
Final Exam (oral) (30%)

Detaljan prikaz ocjenjivanja unutar Europskoga sustava za prijenos bodova

ACTIVITY TYPE
ECTS Student 

Workload Coefficient

GRADE
PERCENTAGE

(%)

Class Attendance 2 0

Analytical Portfolio 0.8 20

Mini Research Project: Proposal and
Protocol

0.4 10

Textual Analysis and Critical
Commentary

0.4 10

Video Reflection (Individual or in Pairs) 0.4 10

Design of a Faith-Based Climate
Communication Strategy

0.4 10



Final Reflective Essay 0.4 10

Total in Class    

Final Exam 1.2 30

TOTAL ECTS 

(Classes + Final Exam)
6 100

IV. TJEDNI PLAN NASTAVE


